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FACTORS THAT CAN AFFECT THE AMOUNT AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF GUNSHOT ON SKIN INCLUDE:

1. FIRING DISTANCE
2. LENGTH AND DIAMETER OF THE FIREARM BARREL
3. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GUNPOWDER
4. ANGLE BETWEEN THE FIREARM BARREL AND TARGET
5. THE ENVIRONMENT (WIND)
6. TYPE OF CLOTHING
7. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TARGET (TISSUE TYPE)
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Intermediate range
Wound
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VS.
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May be seen in loose contact shots





Contact shot to the head
Producing a stellate/cruciform 
appearance

Occurs in contact shots involving the 
forehead or mastoid region – can be 
seen in distant shots as well
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